Let’s Do Business
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Partners

Held at the Best Western Moat House, Festival Park, the fair was sponsored by Exesios Advertising Agency and The Hanley Economic Building Society. It was also supported by leisure venue Waterworld which provided additional parking space. 

Background

The Business Brokers project is funded by the Business Link Gateway and Managed by the North Staffordshire Chamber of Commerce.  The projects aim is to encourage business involvement in economic and social regeneration in North Staffordshire.  Businesses visited indicated their reluctance to get involved with their community, as they stated that most of their business was obtained outside of the West Midlands.
Objective

The Brokers wanted to encourage local businesses to trade with one another rather than source items further afield and thus encourage a stronger economic and social business network.
Activity

The exhibition took place on one day under one roof in Stoke-on-Trent in the Best Western Moat House on Festival Park.  The event ran from 9.00am till 5.00pm and an extensive marketing campaign was conducted to encourage visitors from the West Midlands.  In addition the event encouraged a variety of exhibitors, who ranged from professional services to office equipment, IT specialists to venue providers.  It was open to visitors from businesses in the West Midlands but the stands were reserved for North Staffordshire businesses.  A silent auction was held to support Arch (North Staffs) the homeless support charity.

Impact

· 95 exhibitor stands reflecting a complete spectrum of the local commercial world.
· Over 600 business people attended.

· Nearly £2000 raised for Arch (North Staffs) the homeless charity in their silent auction.
· Prime opportunity for businesses to make contact with new customers and suppliers in the West Midlands.
· Exhibitor feedback showed that 96% achieved their main purpose for attending.

· 98% stated that they either would or probably would be doing business as a result of the event. 

· 98% stated that they would exhibit again at a Let’s Do Business event.

Link to Neighbourhood Renewal

Stoke-on-Trent has suffered from a decline in traditional industries, loss of large employers and low business start-up.  In a struggling economic climate it is increasingly important that businesses in North Staffordshire are given the opportunity to do business with one another.  The event was held in Stoke-on-Trent an area listed 18th in the index of deprivation.  
The City’s high level of unemployment and health issues lead the Brokers to adopt for Let’s Do Business, the charity Arch North Staffs, which helps the homeless, the disadvantaged and victims of domestic violence. Last year it assisted around 2,000 local people.
As well as valuable new contacts, the charity gained a cash injection of nearly £2,000 thanks to a silent auction of lots including art works, ceramics and leisure vouchers.

Quotes

“I have been really impressed with the event. We are a new venue to the area offering something very different and that seems to have attracted a lot of interest – I would have been satisfied with the contacts I made in just the first couple of hours.” Barbara James from The Manor at Hanchurch
“I’ve found it really fruitful. There has been a very good mix of delegates and we have met a lot of potential customers.” Dawn Bezus of Hanley-based design agency Lawrence Davis
“This has proved a fantastic networking event. As well as meeting possible clients, it has been very useful to meet other exhibitors and find out what’s happening in the local business world.”  Leek College representative, Dave Kari
“I found it very well organised and there has been a real buzz.” Claire Thomas of Brampton Recruitment
“We have about 70 contemporary artists on our books and this has been a very good occasion to meet businesses who might be interested in having artworks on their premises and changing them on a regular basis.” Cheryl Gerrard of The Art of Business from Fenton
“This has been an excellent opportunity for us to raise our profile in the local business community and make contact with firms who may wish to support us in the future,”   Ray Elks, Arch Charity
