Case study
Staffordshire University - You’re Hired

	Date of activity: 


	27 June 2009

	Name of business(es) involved, key contacts and nature of business:
	Edwin Lewis – Wider Impact
Jane Pallister – Boommm Training and Consultancy

Mark Brereton –  Arts and Design Consultancy
Andy Corcoran – Blueberry Training

	Name of partner organisation
(the beneficiary), key contact and nature of organisation:
	Staffordshire University – Higher Education establishment

	Type of activity:

(E.g. Sponsorship, donations, employee time, other resources such as use of room) 
	Staffordshire University wanted to promote their SPEED and Enterprise Fellowship Scheme (ESF) business start-up companies at their Staffordshire University Shop unit in the Potteries Shopping Centre in Hanley.  They asked businesses to support them by volunteering to be on the panel for ‘You are Hired’ and providing prizes for the prize draw.

	Brief description of activity:


	The day consisted of companies exhibiting between 9.00 and 17.00 so that the public could come and have a chat with them about their business experiences of the scheme through the university.  Businesses exhibiting included: Datawreck, Totem Films, BackonTrack UK Ltd, Charis Jones – Sculpted Steel and many more.

A competition entitled ‘You’re Hired’ encouraged members of the public to pitch a business idea on film throughout the day for a chance to win a free place on the ‘Life PLC – Invest in yourself’, a personal development course donated by Boommm Training and Consultancy.  The business ideas were judged by a panel of volunteer business people.
Other prizes to win included:

· A bottle of champagne donated by North Staffordshire Chamber
· A beauty massage donated by BackonTrack UK Ltd 

· A box of seasonal vegetables donated from the university allotment

The event was supported by: The Business Broker Project, North Staffordshire Chamber, Wider Impact Consultancy, Boommm Training and Consultancy and all the companies mentioned above who kindly volunteered their time.

	Impact/Outcome:

(what difference the support made to the partner organisation and to the business, what would have happened if the activity hadn’t happened)
	The event was aimed at people who were either unemployed or at risk of being made redundant and would like to explore setting up their own company and being their own boss.
Staffordshire University wanted to provide the opportunity for any interested members of the public to have a chat with students , staff and graduates who had started their own business  which would give them information on options available to them .  Support was given by the partners who provided prizes, volunteers and assistance with marketing and promotion.  

	Quote from partner organisation:

	“The day went extremely well with over 50 people taking part and talking to our companies who were exhibiting.  Over 40 entered our free prize draw with the 1st prize going to local Gill Devgon.  The winner of the ‘You’re Hired!’ competition even got her first commission from one of the volunteer judges.  A big thank you to everyone who came on the day from our exhibiting companies to our judges.” Danielle Payne,  Enterprise and Entrepreneurship Project Coordinator


	Quote from business:

	“An excellent and well organised day. It was a joy to see such energy and initiative from those who entered the competition. We are pleased to have commissioned the winner to carry out some work for us. More of this please – it is what North Staffordshire needs if we are to recover from the recession and the particular difficulties our area is facing. Well done to all” Edwin Lewis, Director, Wider Impact Consultancy. 
“I really enjoyed seeing the business ideas of Staffordshire’s up and coming new business owners. The You’re Hired competition was also entertaining and great to see a varied mix of pitches. Well done to all those that entered!” Mark Brereton Art, Design & Consultancy



	Project Cost:
Cost of goods donated

Cost of services

Sponsorship

Cost of resources

Cost of employee time

Total project cost in £’s:
	£345 approximately
£1350
£1695
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