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DATE:  November 2007
PARTNERS

North Staffordshire Chamber of Commerce and Industry (NSCCI), Business Broker Project, Landau
BACKGROUND

Landau is a local charity which helps people with disabilities/difficulties to find work placements. 

The business brokers were approached by Landau to see if they knew of anybody, who would take on people with disabilities or learning difficulties for a work placement.   

The brokers agreed to promote the charity to existing and new businesses.  In addition, due to a busy event schedule the brokers were able to provide a 12-week work placement for one person. 

OBJECTIVE
· Provide workplace experience to a resident of North Staffordshire
· Boost confidence of the candidate and provide on-the-job training

· Challenge existing perceptions about recruiting employees with disabilities

· For the project to gain a valuable insight into the process, thus making promotion easier – applying a ‘practice-what-you-preach’ approach
· Obtain assistance to cover a period of heavy workload
THE ACTIVITY
A student, Daniella Sinaguglia, had been given a work placement for one day a week through Landau project.
The placement allowed Daniella to gain an understanding of and insight into:
· Why the Business Broker Project came into existence and what its aims are

· How funding is obtained by voluntary organisations

· How partnerships between businesses and organisations work

· How regeneration is the key to improving deprived areas and communities within them

· How a Chamber of Commerce works, what it offers its members and how funds are generated

· How existing and new memberships are handled and sustained
· How Business Link, Business Initiative, the Business Broker Project, NSCCI, Graduate Link work together
IMPACT

Confidence
Experience

More employable

Resident of North Staffordshire

In addition Daniella was able to get a reference from the Business Broker Project, which helped her to secure a post at the Citizens Advice Bureau.

LINK TO NEIGHBOURHOOD RENEWAL
One of the most important aims of the Business Broker Project is to work in partnership with other organisations, businesses and educational institutions, which is a link in the whole regeneration process. The student comes from a deprived neighbourhood. 
QUOTES
“I have got a disability called Cerebral Palsy which means I use a rollater to walk with as I can’t walk on my own.  I am at the Chamber of Commerce for about 12 weeks doing administration work, I am really enjoying it.  Typing up Burst Emails, Spreadsheets and Excel, I am pretty good with this type of thing as I learnt Word, PowerPoint, Excel and all the other programmes but some more than others.   Whilst I’ve been here I’ve updated details of different companies on to a database, doing my own case study and other various things.”

Daniella Sinaguglia
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